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The Booragoon   

Express 

Rotary clubs world-
wide meet US  
$200 million  
fundraising challenge  
Rotary International News -- 17 January 2012 

Rotary International has succeeded in 
meeting the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundationôs US$200 million match in 
funding for polio eradication, raising 
more than $202.6 million as of 17 
January. 

ñWeôll celebrate this milestone, but it 
doesnôt mean that weôll stop raising 
money or spreading the word about 
polio eradication,ò Rotary Foundation 
Trustee John F. Germ told Rotary 
leaders at the International Assembly 
in San Diego, California, USA. ñWe 
canôt stop until our entire world is cer-
tified as polio-free.ò  

The fundraising milestone was 
reached in response to $355 million in 
challenge grants awarded to The Ro-
tary Foundation by the Gates Foundation. All funds have 
been earmarked to support polio immunization activities 
in affected countries where the vaccine-preventable dis-
ease continues to paralyse children.  

ñIn recognition of Rotaryôs great work, and to inspire Ro-
tarians in the future, the [Gates] foundation is committing 
an additional $50 million to extend our partnership,ò said 
Jeff Raikes, chief executive officer of the Gates Founda-
tion. ñRotary started the global fight against polio, and 
continues to set the tone for private fundraising, grass-
roots engagement, and maintaining polio at the top of the 
agenda with key policymakers.ò Raikes also addressed 
Rotary leaders at the International Assembly.  

The new $50 million grant from the Gates Foundation is 
not a challenge grant.  

Since 1988, the incidence of polio has plummeted by 
more than 99 percent, from about 350,000 cases annually 
to fewer than 650 cases reported so far for 2011. The wild 
poliovirus is now endemic in only four countries: Afghani-
stan, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan. However, India on 13 
January marked a full calendar year without a case, pav-
ing the way for its removal from the endemic list. 

But other countries also remain at risk for polio cases im-
ported from the endemic countries. In Africa in 2011, 
Chad and the Democratic Republic of the Congo had sig-

nificant outbreaks. Also in 2011, a small clus-
ter of polio cases in China, which had been 
polio-free for a decade, was traced to Paki-
stan. 

Rotary club members not only reached into 
their own pockets to support the Gates chal-
lenge, but also engaged their communities in a 
variety of creative fundraising projects, such 
as a fashion show in California that raised 
$52,000, benefit film screenings in New Zea-
land and Australia that netted $54,000, and a 
pledge-supported hike through Kilimanjaro, 
Tanzania, that brought in $38,000. Many 
events were planned around 24 October, 
widely observed as World Polio Day.  

To date, Rotarians worldwide have contributed 
more than $1 billion toward the eradication of 
polio, a cause Rotary took on in 1985. In 1988, 

the World Health Organization, UNICEF, and the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention joined Rotary 
as spearheading partners of the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative. More recently, the Gates Foundation has be-
come a major supporter. In 2007, the Gates Foundation 
gave Rotary a $100 million challenge grant for polio eradi-
cation, increasing it to $355 million in 2009. Rotary 
agreed to raise $200 million in matching funds by 30 June 
2012.  

Reaching children with the oral polio vaccine in the dis-

easeôs remaining strongholds is labor- and resource-
intensive due to a host of challenges, including poor 
infrastructure, geographical isolation, armed conflict, 
and cultural misunderstanding about the eradication 
campaign. 
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Notify Attendance Officer Ernie Littlely by 6pm on the day prior to 
the meeting (or, failing that, as early as possible) if you will not at-
tend. Or if youôre bringing along a guest. 

Meetings in bold type are recommended as particularly suitable for 

members to invite family members and guests. 

Jan 29 Marilyn Barton Glynis Armstrong 

Feb 5 Leslie Els Ednamay Foston 

Feb 12 Wendy Castles Marilyn Barton 

Feb 19 Selwyn Castles Heather Anderson 

Feb 26 Steve Coady Tom Pearson 

Mar 4 Sue McKay Steve Coady 

Mar 11 Sue McKay Adele Dawson 

Mar 18 Wendy Castles Glynis Armstrong 

Mar 25 John Tuffin Ednamay Foston 

SWAPMART ROSTER 

Project Push   MICROSCOPES FOR  

     EAST TIMOR  
 
The microscopes are supplied by the Science Teachers' Association of WA and are 

the same ones used by RC Freshwater Bay for their project of supplying them to 

WA primary schools. It was their project and collaboration with the Marists in 

East Timor, that gave John Tuffin the idea to start this project. 

 

It is probable that the microscopes will be used to examine microscopic aquatic 

animal and plant life with an emphasis on the mosquito life cycle, which is par-

ticularly suited to this activity. Catholicism is widespread in ET, but it is usually 

combined with Animism. Many Timorese believe that when the wind blows from 

a certain direction it carries evil spirits that cause disease and that rain in the Wet 

Season  does likewise; they don't have the education to have a good understand-

ing of the role of mosquitoes in endemic diseases such as Malaria and Dengue 

Fever. The motivation behind this project is to help educate the educators, and 

provide them with a significant tool to assist them in carrying out their task. This 

will be giving people a better understanding of the need for mosquito control and 

how best to achieve it. This motivation obviously sits well with RI's emphasis on 

health.  

 

Both STAWA and RCFB have given great support for our project, for which we 

are very grateful. As well as the microscopes, our club has budgeted for plane and 

indented glass slides , batteries (with spares) and cover slips. STAWA kindly 

donated 100 globes. These extras, will be packed in the loan boxes and as you can 

see from the photo below, they each have their own cut out in the foam to ensure 

their safe transport. Clark Rubber (Palmyra), kindly did the cutting out of the 

foam for all six boxes. This was a long, tedious and laborious task that they did 

not charge for. We are grateful to them and to the excellent sales assistant, 

(Shaun),  who did the work. We presented Clark Rubber and Shaun, with a Cer-

tificate of Appreciation. 

 

For a variety of reasons, the project has taken a long time to come to fruition, but 

we are now ready to dispatch the microscopes to Baucau.  

 

 

 

Steve Coady, Jeff Anderson and 

John Feary had the joy of quizzing 

some of the smartest young people 

in the country when they took part 

in the mock interviews of National 

Youth Science Forum students last 

week. 

 

The exercise is one of the features 

of the two-week NYSF camp and 

gives the 144 Year 12 students 

from across the country a taste for what lies ahead 

when they venture into the wide world of job-seeking 

in a few years time. 

 

For the voluntary interviewers, it can be an entertain-

ing experience trying to quiz young people about 

their dream jobs in fields such as astrophysics or bio-

mechanical engineering. 

The most important thing is that 144 students headed 

for home at the weekend with a new understanding of 

and enthusiasm for their academic and career possi-

bilities in science and engineering.  

Science Quiz 

Jan 24 Australia Day: Bush Balladeer 

Jan 31 Bridges to Timor 

Feb 7 Nardine Womenôs Refuge 

Feb 14 Committees: We Mean Business 

Feb 18 

(Sat) 

Opera in the Park, Supreme Court Gar-

dens, Perth (8pm) 

Feb 21 Ambassadorial scholar USA  

Feb 28 John Curtin Leadership Academy: Clare 

James 

Mar 6th FESA: Tim OôHara  

CLUB PROGRAM  
Host Jean McKinnon 

Setup  John Feary & John Tuffin 

PROJECTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD:   

Project: Prom Dresses 

 

Country:  United States 

 

Description: The Interact Club of Lincoln Way East 

High School in Frankfort, Illinois, USA partnered 

with the Sexual Assault Service Center to collect 

gently used dresses for girls who could not afford to 

buy their own dresses for school dances. Club mem-

bers donated dresses so that all young girls within the 

community were able to attend their high schoolôs 

prom. 



1. What is your favourite dessert?  
Apple pie and cream. 

 

2. What is the funniest thing that 

has ever happened to you? 

Frightened by a freight train on the 
Nullabor when sleeping near the 

railway line. Woke up with ground 

shaking, search light in my eyes 
and deafening sound in my ears. 

Ask me for the rest of the story! 

 

3.Who or which band do you like?  

Jazz Preservation Society in a dark 

dingy standing-only hall in the 

back streets of new Orleans. 

Closely ahead of Glen Miller. 

4. What was your nick name grow-

ing up?  

Did not have one. 

5. What is at the top of your bucket 

list?  

Continue to travel.  
 

7. Which is the best book you have 

ever read? 

The Millenium Trilogy by Stig 

Larsen 

8. What is the strangest food you 

have ever eaten?  

Some unnamed 

concoction in 

China in 1982! 

9. Do you have 
any superstitions, 

if yes what are 

they? 

I get nervous when 

my cricket hero is on 87 (the devil's 

number). 

 

10. If you could have a super 

power, what would it be and why?  

I would be a peacemaker, because 
there is so much misery caused by 

disputes and wars in the world. 

10 Questions  

With 

Mr Ernie 

 Littlely!! 

Last Weeks Answer: 9 letter word was Depravity. Total words 27 

Winner: John Feary 

November 2011 - 

My 50th birthday 

party with family 

and friends in East 

London, South Af-

rica 

2003ðEast Lon-

don airport, South 

Africa, the day we 

left to come to 

Australia, with 

my parents. Born 

and bred there!! 

Sept 2006 - Dad and 

mom take their first 

ever overseas trip and 

spend 5 weeks with 

us in Perth 

1979 - First team 

Hockey - got my col-

ours and was selected 

for our Provincial 

schools side(Like the 

state teams).  

14 May 2009 - 

Australian Citi-

zenship 

The number 8,549,176,320 is a unique number. 

Can you tell what is so special about it?  

 
Be the first to answer this conundrum and win an 

awesome prize!  

September 2009 - with 

my forever friend, 

Lynsay. Table Moun-

tain in Cape Town, 

South Africa. Robben 
Island, where Nelson 

Mandela was incarcer-

ated is in the back-

ground. 

Tom's Scrotum  
The best story of the year doesn't give 
the proper praise and credit for this 
painful but understandable story as 
told by a loving wife.  

 

The pastor asked if anyone in the con-
gregation would like to express praise 
for answered prayers. 
Suzie Smith stood and walked to the 
podium. She said, "I have a praise. 
Two months ago, my husband, Tom, 
had a terrible bike wreck and his scro-
tum was completely crushed. The pain 
was excruciating and the doctors did-
n't know if they could help him." You 
could hear a muffled gasp from the 
men in the congregation as they imag-
ine the pain that poor Tom must have 
experienced. 
"Tom was unable to hold me or the 
children," she went on, "and every 
move caused him terrible pain. 

"We prayed as the doctors performed 
a delicate operation, and it turned out 
they were able to piece together the 
crushed remnants of Tom's scrotum, 
and wrap wire around it to hold it in 
place." 
Again, the men in the congregation 
cringed and squirmed uncomfortably 
as they imagined the horrible surgery 
performed on Tom. "Now," she an-
nounced in a quivering voice, "thank 
the Lord, Tom is out of the hospital 
and the doctors say that with time, his 
scrotum should recover completely." 
All the men sighed with unified relief. 
The pastor rose and tentatively asked 
if anyone else had something to say.  
 
A man stood up and walked slowly to 
the podium. He said, "I'm Tom Smith." 
The entire congregation held its 
breath. "I just want to tell my wife the 

word is sternum." 


